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As the life history of Desika is inter-twined very closely with
this divya desa, a brief account is given here of his life and glory.
Desika was born to Ananthsuri and Thothar Amba in Tuppil,
a suburb of Kanchi. He was called Venkatanatha by his father.
His maternal uncle Athreya Ramanuja more popularly known as
Appillar brought him up and educated him. By the time he was
20, Desika mastered all the branches of learning both secular and
spiritual. He moved from Kanchi to Thiruvahindrapuram and
settled there. Tradition has it that Desika was a contemporary
of Vidyaranya who invited him to Vyayanagar where he was the
prime minister of the emperor. He offered his royal patronage
if he moved to Vijayanagar. Desika declined the offer and wrote
Vairagya Panchakam and sent the same to Vidyarnya. This act
of declining royal patronage reminds one of a similar atitude
shown by Thyagaraja when the kings offered him riches if he
went to their sabha. The Saint Thyagaraja then declined the
offer and said he prefers the Stanidhi of Rania to the sukham i.e.
happiness that could come from nidhi (wealth). The foundation
of visishtadvaida philosopy was laid by Tanka, Dramida and
Guhda Deva and Bodhayana. Saint Alavandar and Ramanuja
built a beautiful edifice on that foundation. But it was left to
Desika to enrich it farther. Vedanta Desika has written many
works expounding Vishishtadvaita philosophy in Tamil, Sanskrit
and Prakrit. A good many of those books are lost but those
which have been saved are themselves large in number, be it
drama, poetry, philosophy or Tamil prabandhams. He had great
regard, love and affection for Ramanuja. It almost appeared as if
his love for God was only next to his bakthi towards Ramanuja as
evidenced from number of his works. Desikar's contribution
to vaishnavism is the concept of divine couple as Tatva, hita
and purushartha and his synthesis of the Sanskrit. Vedanta
-and the Alwar's Tamil works into a homogeneous Ubahaya
vedanta. Thus long ago, Desikar was the first achaiya to publicly
celebrate the union of Sanskrit and Tamil and brought about
an integration in the religious thoughts expressed in the two
classical languages. It will not be an exaggeration if we say
that he was the first to have bridged the North and the South,
the Aryan and the Dravidian streams. Tradition says that Lord
Ranganatha was so pleased at this achievement of Desika that
he bestowed on him the title 'Ubhaya Vedanta*: ~This place viz.